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1952	 Production operations at the Site began in late 1952. At the time, the Site was 
owned by the Toms River Chemical Company, which was later merged into 
the Ciba-Geigy Corporation 

1960   Report for the Board of Directors of Toms River Chemical Company (TRC) 
detailed odor problems and noted that a “slimy deposit 

1962   Pollution Control Program Inspection Report of the DOH identified an 
increase in coliform organisms, suspended solids, and sixfold increase in the 
downstream B.O.D. content 

1965   A. Bruce Pyle, a biologist with the New Jersey Division of Fish and Game, 
reported that thousands of aquatic animals in the Toms River died because of 
depleted oxygen.  

1966   To quell community outcry, and to avoid the cost of modern onsite wastewater 
treatment, Ciba-Geigy constructed a ten-mile pipeline to the Atlantic Ocean. 

—————————————————————- 
1970 – 1981 Site was jointly owned by Ciba-Geigy and Sandoz Corporation 
1971	 April 22, 1971 First Earth Day. NJS Legislature creates the NJDEP  
1971	 Nixon creates the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
1971	 EPA first visit to Toms River Chemical (Fagin, p 106) 
1972	 July 13, 1972 Federal Grand Jury indicts TR Chemical 206 violation of the 

Refuse Act; all counts found guilty. (Fagin, p. 107) 
1972	 October 18, 1972 Nixon creates the Clean Water Act 
1974	 October 31, 1974, Ciba-Geigy received an EPA permit authorizing the 

discharge of pollutants to the Toms River and to the Atlantic Ocean via a 
pipeline. (1985 Ciba NJPDES, p. 1) 

1976	 March 1, 1976 Ciba-Geigy operates its WWTP issued to Toms River Corp. 
NJPDES Permit No. J0004120 (1985 Ciba NJPDES, page 14) 

1977	 October 11, 1977 NJ DEP permit for hazardous and polluted wastes in 
Landfill (2007 DEP Complaint) 

1978	 C1 Landfill opens; (Fagin, pps. 174-79) 
1979	 DEP inspectors document leaks for years 
1979	 December 19, 1979 DEP gave 10-year Landfill Approval for dry waste (2007 

DEP Complaint, p. 8) 
—————————————————————- 
1981	 March 12, 1981 DEP Closes Landfill C1 Consent order; gives permission to 

open C2 w/conditions (2007 DEP Complaint, p. 8) 
1981	 Sandoz transferred all interest to Ciba-Geigy 
1982	 C2 condition is to use a lined landfill (Fagin, p. 108) 
1983	 The Contaminated Site was placed on the National Priorities List in 1983 as 

an Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”)-lead Superfund site. (2022 DEP 
Settlement) 

1983	 DEP provided notice to CIBA not to import wastes (Fagin, p. 142) 
1983	 April 1983 CG permit for a pipe to the Atlantic Ocean near Ortley Beach 

broke inland (Fagin, p. 178) 
1983	 EPA investigates OU2 source 
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1984	 DEP investigates C2 found ground water & pollution (2007 DEP Complaint, 
p. 9) 

1985	 April 25, 1985 DEP Admin Consent Order (ACO) to remove all waste from 
C2, penalty and cost to DEP (2007 DEP Complaint, p. 9) 

1985	 On May 8, 1985, Ciba-Geigy Corporation received a New Jersey Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NJPDES) permit to discharge treated 
wastewater or effluent Into the Atlantic Ocean, and cooling water, storm runoff, 
and the backwash from the cooling water Intake into the Toms River. The 
permit took effect on July 1, 1985, and will expire on June 30, 1990. (The 
Ciba-Geigy Discharge Permit, p. 1) 

1985	 EPA assumes primary responsibility for all other than C1. Two phases OU1 
groundwater contamination; and OU2 onsite sources of groundwater 
contamination in soil. (2007 DEP Complaint, p. 9) 

1985	 January 1985 to February 1988 – EPA remedial investigation and feasibility 
study OU1 in soils and groundwater, surface water and sediments of the 
Toms River, sediments in the marshlands, found arsenic, benzene, 
chromium, trichloroethylene and toluene. 

1989	 April 1989 EPA has a ROD for OU1 w/DEP to Extract and treat groundwater 
and discharge to the Toms River; Evaluate the lower aquifer; Monitor the Toms 
River; Sealing the contaminated resident wells; Characterize source area and 
remediate (2007 DEP Complaint, p. 10) 

1989	 Civil Action No. 93-4675, which governs the implementation of the April 
1989 Record of Decision (ROD) (2022 DEP Settlement) 

—————————————————————- 
1990	 Production Ended  
1991	 EPA sealed all contaminated residents’ wells in OU1 (2007 DEP Complaint, 

p.11) 
1992	 February 1992 DEP signs another AOC for CIBA to install a new cap at C1, 

monitor leachate from C1, excavate and properly dispose of all contents of 
C2, pay penalty and DEP expenses (2007 DEP Complaint, p. 11) 

1993	 BASF has been remediating discharges at the Contaminated Site per the first 
EPA Consent Decree entered December 1, 1993 (as corrected on June 13, 
1994) (2022 DEP Settlement, page 2, line 6) (mistake?) (2018 EPA 4th 
Review CGCC p. 6-7) 

1993	 Toms River Township - The deed restriction for the property to ensure future 
land use, consistent with the OU2 ROD, is expected to be implemented in the 
future. In preparation of the deed restrictions, in 2013, the Township 
subdivided the property into three lots with Block 411, lot 6.01, 6.02 and 6.03. 
(2018 EPA 4th Review p. 9) 

1993	 September 1993 EPA files an Explanation of Significant Differences w/DEP 
to modify the April 1989 ROD that treated water discharge onsite and not 
to the Toms River. EPA has a consent decree on C1 for CIBA to find revised 
groundwater remedy and satisfy EPA’s unreimbursed response costs. (2007 
DEP Complaint, p. 12) 

1994	 EPA completed OU2 investigation and cleanup of hazardous and polluted soil 
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areas 
1995	 EPA creates another Administrative Order on Consent for CIBA to 

perform forestry study and evaluate remediation alternatives 
1996	 EPA begins operating the Onsite WTP treats 2 MGD of waste (2007 

DEP Complaint, p. 11) 
—————————————————————- 
2000	 July 26, 2000 Manchester Township Resolution #00-241 (Save Barnegat Bay 

Tickler file) 
2000	 Civil Action No. 01-4223, which governs the implementation of the 

EPA September 2000 ROD. (2022 DEP Settlement) 
2000	 September 29, 2000 EPA “September 2000 ROD” for OU-2 (2022 

DEP Settlement, p. 12 and 2018 EPA 4th Review CGCC p. 9) 
2001	 EPA Consent Decree CBS to implement OU2 remedy under EPA oversight 

(2022 DEP Settlement, p. 13) 
2001	 In March 2001, the State of New Jersey completed a Public Health 

Assessment that, among other things, determined that ground water at the 
Contaminated Site was contained, and that other public health exposure 
pathways had been interrupted. 

	 - “A public health evaluation (PHE) in the 1989 OU1 ROD found that the cancer 		
	 risks to the future resident consuming groundwater from the site were 1 x 10-2 	 	
	 (one in 100) exceeding the NCP risk range of 1 x 10-6 to 1 x 10-4 (i.e., one in a 	 	
	 million to one in ten thousand) and the non-cancer Hazard Index (HI) was 40 	 	
	 (which is 40 times greater than the goal of protection of an HI = 1) if no action 	 	
	 were taken. Other routes of  exposure such as dermal contact and inhalation 	 	
	 were within the risk range of 1 x 10-4 (cancer risk of 1 in 10,000) to 1 x 10-6 	 	
	 (cancer risk of 1 in 1,000,000) and the non-cancer HI was less than 1. Cancer 	 	
	 risks and non-cancer HI for recreational exposures to surface water in the Toms 		
	 River, sediments in the marshland, and 	inhalation of air from the river or wetland 
	 	were within or below the risk range and the non-cancer HI was less than 1.” 
2002	 Second Consent Decree entered March 21, 2002, in Civil Action No. 01-4223 

governs the implementation of the September 2000 ROD. (2022 DEP 
Settlement) 

2003	 October 8, 2003 Dover Twp, now Toms River in Superior Court Ocean County 
v Novartis and Ciba-Geigy OCN-L-2884-03 pending (2022 DEP Settlement, 
p. 13) 

2003	 December 2003 to November 2004 CIBA removed 47,000 drums from 
stacked drum disposal area (2022 DEP Settlement, p. 13) 

2004	 January 25, 2004 DEP withdraws as involuntary plaintiff from TR case 
above. (2022 DEP Settlement, p. 13) 

2004	 July 2004 Ciba-Geigy treated contaminated soils (2022 DEP Settlement, p. 
13) 

2005	 March 2005 Ciba-Geigy treated 25,200 cu yds, (of the 150,000 cy) will 
continue to 2008 (2022 DEP Settlement, p. 13) 

2007	 May 25, 2007 Manchester property, originally part of Ciba-Geigy, purchased 
as Green Acres (Block 1/ Lot 6) preserved. (2007 Ocean Count Property 
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Records – Green Acres ~72 acres (attached) 
2007	 DEP discovered Ciba-Geigy disposed hazardous groundwater and pollution 

in C2 contribution to deterioration of the C2 liner 
2007	 June 28, 2007 NJ DEP files Civil Action Complaint v Ciba-Geigy Specialty and 

Novartis (2007 DEP Complaint, p. 14 – what is the number?) 
2007	 DEP designated site as Site Remediation Program Interest No 009044 but 

cannot find (2007 DEP complaint) 
2008	 Ciba-Geigy was purchased by BASF and all remedial activities are currently 

BASF’s responsibility. (2018 EPA 4th
 
5 year Ciba) 

—————————————————————- 
2011	 LTMP Annual Monitoring reports as reported in the 2018 EPA report: (2018 

EPA, p. 11) 
2014	 EPA report 2018: (2018 EPA p. 13) 
2017	 NJDEP Land Use Permit to Ciba-Geigy wells research (2017 NJ Land 

Use Permit Remedial Action Protectiveness Wells, p. 1) 
2018	 May 7, 2018 EPA Fourth Five-Year Review Report for Ciba-Geigy Chemical 

Corporation Superfund Site, Ocean County, New Jersey (2018 EPA 4th 
Review CGCC) (2018 EPA, p. 5) 
-The deed restriction for the property to ensure future land use, consistent with 
the OU2 ROD, is expected to be implemented in the future. In preparation of 
the deed restrictions, in 2013, the Township subdivided the property into three 
lots with Block 411, lot 6.01, 6.02 and 6.03.” (2018 EPA, pps. 8-9) 
-As of the 2018 report - Recommendation: BASF, NJDEP and the Township 
of Toms River need to complete the deed restrictions. (2018 EPA, p. 18) 

2018	 “New Jersey became the first state to establish a regulatory limit for a PFAS 	 	
	 chemical when it adopted a groundwater standard and set a Maximum 	 	 	
	 Contaminant Level for PFNA, at 13 parts per trillion. The DEP also added PFNA 	 	
	 to its List of Hazardous Substances. 

	 New Jersey proposed groundwater standards and Maximum Contaminant Levels 
	 for PFOA and PFOS at 14 parts per trillion and 13 parts per trillion, respectively, 	 	
	 as well as adding both to the List of Hazardous Substances. A final decision on 	 	
	 those standards is expected in the next few months, said Commissioner 	 	 	
	 McCabe, a longtime federal regulator who came to the DEP in 2018. The EPA’s 	 	
	 current health advisory is 70 parts per trillion for PFOA and PFOS.” 
2019	 APP Jersey Shore Independent Article 6,400 Homes on Ciba-Geigy: Coronato & 		
	 Gilmore Plan City within a City 
2019	 APP Toms River Planners Approve Solar at Ciba-Geigy 
—————————————————————- 

2020	 On July 27, 2020, the DEP approved a revised classification exception area 	 	
	 (“CEA”) for the Contaminated Site, which notes the extent, estimated duration, 	 	
	 and contaminants of concern present in ground water at the Contaminated Site. 	 	
	 (2022 DEP Settlement) 

https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/SiteProfiles/index.cfm?fuseaction=second.scs&id=0200078&doc=Y&colid=70206&region=02&type=SC
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2020	 SBB files OPRA Request OPRA 271065 for Solar Pine Snake Mitigation & 	 	
	 Habitat 
2020	 July 27, 2020, the DEP approved a revised classification exception area (“CEA”) 		
	 for the Contaminated Site, which notes the extent, estimated duration, and 	 	
	 contaminants of concern present in ground water at the Contaminated Site. 
2020	 SBB hosts meet Author Dan Fagin Zoom for Barnegat Bay Book Club 
2020 	 Oct. BASF provides DEP with draft Conservation Easements 
2021	 In March 2001, the State of New Jersey completed a Public Health Assessment 	 	
	 that, among other things, determined that ground water at the Contaminated Site 		
	 was contained, and that other public health exposure pathways had been 		 	
	 interrupted. (2022 DEP Settlement) 
2021	 August 31, 2021 Permit NJ0105244 / PI 46207 to BASF CORP – Sewer Service 		
	 Area: Ciba Corp, 14.96 acres 
2021	 Tax Appeal Case Published DOCKET NO. A-3963-18 - SUPERIOR COURT OF 	 	
	 NEW JERSEY APPELLATE DIVISION 
2021	 Goldman Sachs/BASF & Ciba - Pollinator Gardens -https://www.edf-re.com/
press-release/edf-renewables-and-goldman-sachs-asset-management-announce-
commercial-operation-of-toms-river-solar-project/ 
——————————————————- 
November 2022 
11-30-22	 SBB receives embargoed email invite from DEP to Ciba Zoom on Friday 
11-30-22	 Discuss with SBB Board - Invite Board Members to Zoom 

December 2022 
12-02-22	 3PM Zoom Meeting: Proposed NRD Settlement Briefing with NJDEP/DAG 
2022	 	 Dec 5 DEP NRD Settlement Announced, public comments due Jan 6 - Notice 
	 	 	 (2022 DEP Settlement) 
12-08-22	 Email to EPA Request Update on Status of Ciba Site 
12-08-22	 Michele Donato emails DEP on behalf of SBB Request Extension for 
Comment Period and includes Reuters story link: https://www.reuters.com/investigates/
special-report/usa-pollution-conservation-easements/ 
12-09-23	 Paul Stoffa emails back saying that they will extend 30 days plus have 
made an 	 email to submit comments digitally 
12-09-23	 MD to PS - Thank you and request for public hearing 
12-09-22	 Joint Letter from Enviro Groups to Bean to request Extension of time for 
Comments 
12-09-22	 Sean Moriarty apologizes for confusion and agrees to Extend 30 Days 
12-09-22	 NJDEP Extend Comment Deadline on their Website and NOT NJ Bulletin 
12-21-22	 LD 10 Press Release - Join TR Officials Opposing Settlement 
Agreement 
12-29-22	 Ted Goldberg Article with Dan Fagin interview: https://
www.njspotlightnews.org/video/unease-in-toms-river-over-settlement-to-turn-superfund-
site-into-a-park/ 
———————————————————- 

https://www.edf-re.com/press-release/edf-renewables-and-goldman-sachs-asset-management-announce-commercial-operation-of-toms-river-solar-project/
https://www.edf-re.com/press-release/edf-renewables-and-goldman-sachs-asset-management-announce-commercial-operation-of-toms-river-solar-project/
https://www.edf-re.com/press-release/edf-renewables-and-goldman-sachs-asset-management-announce-commercial-operation-of-toms-river-solar-project/
https://www.nj.gov/dep/nrr/settlements/202105-draft-settlement-agreement-basf.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/dep/nrr/settlements/20221205-draft-settlement-agreement-basf-notice.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/usa-pollution-conservation-easements/
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/usa-pollution-conservation-easements/
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/usa-pollution-conservation-easements/
https://www.njspotlightnews.org/video/unease-in-toms-river-over-settlement-to-turn-superfund-site-into-a-park/
https://www.njspotlightnews.org/video/unease-in-toms-river-over-settlement-to-turn-superfund-site-into-a-park/
https://www.njspotlightnews.org/video/unease-in-toms-river-over-settlement-to-turn-superfund-site-into-a-park/
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January 2023 
01-04-23 	 SBB FOIA Request EPA-2023-001565 Submitted 
01-05-23	 Original Posted 30 Day Comment Period Deadline  
01-13-23	 SBB Constant Contact to Local Organizations asking for their help 
01-13-23	 Sent Mailer to 30,000 households in 3 mile radius of site 
01-17-23	 MD Letter to Chief Bean regarding 60 days & NJ Bulletin  
01-17-23	 SBB host Diane Salkie, EPA Remediation Manager at Ciba-Geigy site to 	 	
	 	 	 learn more about status of Clean-up  
01-18-23 	 OC Commissioner Adopt Resolution 
01-25-23	 6-9PM SBB holds a “Community Speak Out Event” at Toms River High 	 	
	 	 	 School North 	to bring the public up to speed on the NJDEP and BASF’s 		 	
	 	 proposal, SBB announces the creation of a petition to get the dates for public 	 	
	 comments pushed back and for the DEP to hold a public engagement 	 	 	 	 	 	
session. 
01-26-23	 DEP Internal News Cycle Email (Ciba & Breton Woods in the Headlines) 
01-27-23	 Constant Contact Email Invites for On-Line Speak Out 01-31-23 on Zoom 
01-28-23	 DEP Extends the Public Comment Period to April 5th - Email from Paul 	 	
	 	 Stoffa to Michele Donato “Please note the Department intends to extend the 	 	
	 	 public notice-and-comment 	period again. The next available NJ Register for 	 	
	 	 us to submit a proposal in time for publication is the March 6th edition of the 		 	
	 NJ Register.  A 30-day notice-and-comment period starting on March 6, 	 	 	 	 	
2023, will conclude on April 5, 2023.” 
01-31-23	 SBB holds a Virtual Speak Out event on Zoom  
01-31-23	 Willie’s Op-Ed in Spotlight News: https://www.njspotlightnews.org/2023/01/
department-of-environmental-protection-dep-gov-phil-murphy-ciba-geigy-superfund-
toms-river-basf-ocean-county/ 

February 2023 
02-01-23	 Constant Contact email to supporters with new Comment deadline April 5th 
02-02-23	 Manchester Township adopts resolution 
02-03-23	 567 Signatures on petition for Pubic Hearing and comment period extension 
02-03-23	 DEP Email announces Public Engagement Session March 13th TYPO: at 
end of 	email says 16th 
02-03-23	 BF text SM Ciba Meeting Notice has two dates 13th ands 16th - which is it? 
02-03-23	 SM Text - “Can’t seem to get anything right.” Date is 13th. Sorry about that. 
02-03-23	 DEP sends corrected email with Mar 13th date 
02-03-23	 Constant Contact to supporters - breaking news - DEP to hold Public Session 
02-22-23	 EPA Releases 5 year Report in advance of anticipated May 1, 2023 
02-24-23	 Email NJDEP Records Request Completed - 330528 

March 2023 
03-02-23	 NJDEP OPRA Review of Documents 
03-07-23	 Michele Donato letter to NJDEP - error on notice and Agenda for 3/13 
03-07-23	 Staff & Volunteers to NJDEP for OPRA Scanning of documents 

https://www.njspotlightnews.org/2023/01/department-of-environmental-protection-dep-gov-phil-murphy-ciba-geigy-superfund-toms-river-basf-ocean-county/
https://www.njspotlightnews.org/2023/01/department-of-environmental-protection-dep-gov-phil-murphy-ciba-geigy-superfund-toms-river-basf-ocean-county/
https://www.njspotlightnews.org/2023/01/department-of-environmental-protection-dep-gov-phil-murphy-ciba-geigy-superfund-toms-river-basf-ocean-county/
https://www.njspotlightnews.org/2023/01/department-of-environmental-protection-dep-gov-phil-murphy-ciba-geigy-superfund-toms-river-basf-ocean-county/
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03-07-23 	 TR Zoning Ordinance Passes 
03-09-23	 Staff & Volunteers to NJDEP for OPRA Scanning of documents 
03-10-23	 Staff & Volunteers to NJDEP for OPRA Scanning of documents 
03-10-23	 APP Coverage of TR Zoning Change: https://www.app.com/story/news/local/
2023/03/09/nj-superfund-sites-toms-river-ciba-geigy-development-future/69983496007/ 
03-13-23 	 NJDEP holds a Public Information Hearing to go over the specifics of their 
	 	 	 proposal 
03-14-23	 Staff & Volunteers to NJDEP for OPRA Scanning of documents 
03-15-23	 Staff & Volunteers to NJDEP for OPRA Scanning of documents 
03-16-23	 Staff & Volunteers to NJDEP for OPRA Scanning of documents 
03-17-23	 Staff & Volunteers to NJDEP for OPRA Scanning of documents 

April 2023 
04-05-23 	 Deadline for Comments to DEP 
04-12-23	 OC Mayors Assoc Meeting - LaTourette is guest but cancels 
04-25-23	 Staff return to NJDEP to remove rubber bands from OPRA files 
04-26-23	 Staff return to NJDEP to remove rubber bands from OPRA files 

August 2023 
08-16-23 	 DEP signs their settlement agreement the day before SBB’s annual 	 	 	 	
	 	 meeting to brief the public on their findings 
08-17-23 	 SBB Annual Meeting to introduce their expert team to the public and brief 	 	
	 	 	 them on their findings, launches a petition to get offsite restoration projects 

October 2023 
10-05-23 	 SBB Files appeal the NJDEP’s decision in the Appellate Court system 

November 2023 
11-12-23 	 Pep Rally for the River fundraiser event to help get signatures for their 		 	
	 	 petition and to raise funds for their legal battle with the department 

July 2024 
07-03-24  DEP files CASP Statement 
07-10-24  SBB files CASP Statement and Certification 
07-10-24  BASF files CASP Statement 
07-10-24  Toms River files CASP Statement 

October 2024 
10-24-24   SBB files Notice and Brief in Support of the Motion to Supplement the 	 	
	 	 	 Record. SBB also files Britta Forsberg’s first Certification in Support of 		
	 	 	 the Motion to Supplement the Record. 

https://www.app.com/story/news/local/2023/03/09/nj-superfund-sites-toms-river-ciba-geigy-development-future/69983496007/
https://www.app.com/story/news/local/2023/03/09/nj-superfund-sites-toms-river-ciba-geigy-development-future/69983496007/
https://www.app.com/story/news/local/2023/03/09/nj-superfund-sites-toms-river-ciba-geigy-development-future/69983496007/
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December 2024 
12-03-24   DEP and BASF file they respective Briefs in Opposition to the Motion to 
	 	 	 Supplement the Record. 
12-11-24   SBB files Notice and Brief in Support of the Motion to Allow Reply. SBB 		
	 	 	 also files Britta Forsberg’s second Certification in Support of the 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 Motion to Allow Reply.  
  

Attached 
• 1985 Ciba Geigy NJDPES permit to Discharge to Atlantic Ocean 
• 2007 property sale to Manchester as Green Acres 
• 2009 BASF purchase property from Ciba 
• 2017 Ciba Land Use Permit well area review 

• 2018 EPA 4
th 

Five-year Review of Superfund Site 
• 2022 Draft Settlement Agreement from NJDEP 
• 2017 DEP complaint no number 

https://www.savebarnegatbay.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/236070-Ciba-Pipeline-to-Atlantic.pdf
https://www.savebarnegatbay.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2007-Manchester-Land-from-Ciba-as-Green-Acres.pdf
https://www.savebarnegatbay.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/BASF-Deed-2009.pdf
https://www.savebarnegatbay.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Ciba-Well-area-review-2017.pdf
https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/SiteProfiles/index.cfm?fuseaction=second.scs&id=0200078&doc=Y&colid=70206&region=02&type=SC
https://www.nj.gov/dep/nrr/settlements/202105-draft-settlement-agreement-basf.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/oag/newsreleases07/NRD-lawsuits-07/Ciba-Geigy-Complaint.pdf

